Preparing and implementing sustainable development commission in Ukraine: things done and prospects for future by Дерев`янко, Юрій Миколайович et al.
PREPARING AND IMPLEMENTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION IN UKRAINE: 
THINGS DONE AND PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE

Yuriy Derev’yanko, Dmitriy Vikhrov 
Sumy state university

The National Commission on Sustainable Development of Ukraine was established under the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine in 1997 with the purpose of ensuring the solution of problems of the social and economic development, environmental protection and rational use of the natural resources in Ukraine and execution of the decision of the UN Conference on Environmental and Development (Rio de Janeiro, 1992). The Commission consists of the Ministers, members of the Cabinet of Ministers, specialists of the ministries and bodies, scientists, representatives of the community. The main tasks of the National Commission on Sustainable Development are as follows:
	drafting of the proposals on implementation of the decisions and recommendations of the Commission on Sustainable Development of the Economic and Social Council of UN;
	ensuring of the political support to the sustainable development strategy;
	establishing of the procedures of the inter-sectorial coordination to include the ecological aspect in the drafts of the programs and projects of transformation, formation of the pricing policy of the use of natural resources;
	promotion of introduction of the assessment practices of economic losses due to not solving the ecological problems;
	promotion of development of the economic mechanisms on solving the ecological problems in the plans of social and economic development of all levels;
	creation of the organizational and methodological conditions for making managerial decisions for development and introduction of the sustainable development strategy.
The National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine takes an active part in the process of introduction of the decisions of the UN Conference on environmental and development issues in Rio de Janeiro. The following concrete arrangements were implemented:
1. The Presidium of the Ukrainian NAS considered the issue of “Pro-scientific basis of sustainable development” on the expanded meeting on 15 April 1998. The adopted resolution approved the program of work of the Ukrainian NAS’s establishments on the stipulated direction, as well as the priority directions of the scientific research works and introduction of their outcomes.
2. The National Committee of Ukraine on the UNESCO Program “Man and biosphere”, which functions from December 1973 under the Ukrainian NAS’s Presidium, considered and approved the program “Pro-scientific basis of preservation of the biological and landscape diversity in the context of the sustainable development of Ukraine” at its meeting in June 1998.
3. In 1998 in the first and second, amended and clarified, editions of the collection “Problems of sustainable development of Ukraine” were gathered the texts of articles of the leading specialists dedicated to the problem of use by Ukraine of the principle of sustainable development. Independent experts and non-government organizations are also involved in the process of development and introduction of the principles of sustainable development. 
Cooperation with them allows using their experience, potential and organizational abilities for significant improvement of the strategic programs.
Introduction of the new approach of the Government to the sustainable economic growth has its own results. For the first time during the last decade it has become possible to achieve a real increase in GDP. Economic stabilization, achieved in 1999 due to the increase of the rates of economic transformation, rectification of the previous mistakes, found a predictable development in the economic growth in the year 2000. In the conditions of absence of foreign credits from the international financial institutions Ukraine has been able to achieve not only economic growth for practically 6%, increase of real money incomes of population on 6.3% in comparison to the corresponding period of the last year, but also to decrease the debt burden, having decreased by this the dependence from foreign creditors. 
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